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Strict measures taken at IIT,
other colleges agamst ragglng

PBD BUREAU/PTI
KANPUR, AUG 7

WITH the beginning of the
new academic session,
strict' instructions to con-
trol ragging on campus
have been given by educa-
tional institutions here
and the district .adminis-
tration,

Students at IIT Kanpur
-have been asked to submit
an affidavit stating that
they will not indulge in
ragging and it has started
conducting night raids at
-hostels, being undértaken
by Government-run

Ganesh Shankar Vldyarthl

. Medical (GSVM) College

as well.

"If they (students) are
caught doing so or exploit-
ing any fresher in any

_ form, they will be expelled

from the college,” Registrar

of IIT Kanpur, R K Sachan,
said.
Senjor students are

being allowed to take
introductions of freshers,
but only in hostels and in
the presence of wardens
and administrative offi-
cials, he said.

Sachan claimed that in

"the last few years no: inci-
 dents of ragging at'IIT Have

come into light.

Dr Navneet
Kumar, Principal, }
GSVM college ha
also warned the stu

ging an FIR will be §
lodged and expul- |
sion cannot be ruled
out.’

Similarly, administra-
tions of other colleges,
including - those  of
Chatrapati ' Shahu. ' Ji
Maharaj University, gov-
ernment and private engi-
,neering colleges and man-
jagement -scheols “have
‘impleménted .. .- varidus

measures to prevent rag-
ging. g

The district administras
tion ‘has also issued terse.’
instructions to colleges for
forming anti-ragging cells:
and strengthening security-
arrangements around hos-!
tels for freshers, .
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Why the world still chases
- top B-school grads

Only a fifth of MBAs outside top schools make cut

LY

Our Bureau
New Delhi, Aug. 7

There is a reason why
employers continue to prefer
MBAs fromthetopB- ..

schools - the rest simply do
not measure up. :

A survey of MBA
graduates from 100 business
schools by testing and
assessment companies
MeritTrac and
MBAUniverse, has found
that énly one in five MBA
graduates actually possess
the level of logical and

reasoning skills employers
are looking for.

The survey, conducted
among 2,264 MBA
graduates, excluded the top
25 B-schools. The study said
the top schools, such as ITMs
and ISB “are not
representative of the issues
of employability that ail the
larger population of around
3,500 B-schools and bringing
these schools in the analysis
will skew the results”

The study found that only
21 per cent of the students

made the cut this year.
What's worse, the ability

of logical reasoning appears

tobe abysmally low among

, the average MBA graduate.

MeritTrac and MBA
Universe analysed pre-
recruitment scores in verbal,;
quantitative and reasoning -
ability, with a cut-bff at 45
per cent, 35 per cent and 40
per cent, respectively.

ile the average score in
verbal and quantitative
ability was 52.58 per cent and
41.17 per cent, students’
reasoning ability fell shortat.
just 37.51 per cent.

“Questions-are asked
about the talent coming out

of MBA colleges, and
whether they create a
workforce responsive to the
needs of the economy, like
understanding of business
and on-the-feet thinking. So,
decision-making skills are
valued more than ever,” said

Amit Agnihotri, Chairman of .

MBAUniverse.com.
The study said,
“Considering that the

bl

elements of the reasoning
test (deductive logic, data
sufficiency, spatial and
analytical reasoning) are
crucial to making sound .
management decisions, this
is aresult which warrants
closer attention,” ’

The report points out that’
‘inthe last fiveyearsthe
-number of MBA seats has
‘gone up from 94,704 in :

2006-07103,52,571 in 2011-
12 —a272.28 per cent
increase in five years or a 30
per cent compound annual
growth.

But the nunber of MBAs

. actually making the
. employability cuthasbeen

falling. The last study
conducted in 2007 pegged
employability at 25 per cent.
The study also finds that at
31.2 per cent, a greater
number of students from
tier-I cities are seen as
employable, than those from
tier-11(19.8 per cent) and

. tier-1IT (11 per cent) cities.

gaesha.datta
@thehindu.co.in
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Our curiosity

NASA's Mars programme faces budget cuts, but

developing countries may step into the breach

the vicinity of the Gale Crater
were in for a treat this
Monday: Curiosity reached their
planet, NASA‘S Jet Progulsnon

AT

I F MARTIANS exist, those in

Laboratory gl;upted m, QHB'PP?W

when the unmanned rover aced its
landing, having braved the much-
discussed seven minutes of terror
in a feat of creative enginecering
that lowered the 900 kg monster
onto the surface using a parachute
and thick cables. Nuclear-pow-
ered Curiosity, the size of a small
€ar, now appears to be at home in
its new environs, already tweeting
pictures and conducting scientific
experiments that will tell us more
about Mars — and, it is hoped,
about Earth,

Curiosity’s mission to Mars will
attempt to determine the life-sus-
taining possibilities of the red
planet. Over the next two years, it
will hunt for signs of extra-terres-
- trial life, partly by searching for ev-
idence of water. On its way, Curios-
ity will also take mineral samples
for analysis and study Mars’s bios-
phere more thoroughly than be-
fore. The $2.5 billion project is an
opportunity to compare and con-
trast the story of the evolution of
life on Earth with conditions on
Mars, to start to answer the ques-
tion of how much of an accident

life is. Mars is the one planet in the
solar system that was formed in a
way similar to Earth. In exploring
Mars, humanity also explores a
record of its own history.

As things stand, Curid§i}'{s}}

likely to mark NASA’s last hurrah
for its Mars programme, with al-
most $300 million due to be
shaved off from its planetary sci-
ence budget for 2013 and no new
projects planned beyond 2014.

The Mars programme budget

could decrease from $587 million
today to $189 million by 2015. But
countries like India and China are
stepping into the breach. India is
planning an $80 million satellite
mission to Mars to study the
planet’s atmosphere, while China
has been rapidly expanding its
space programme and this June
managed to manually dock a
spacecraft to an orbiting module,
becoming only the third nation af-
ter the US and Russia to have ac-
complished this. Manned mis-
sions have been all but eliminated
from NASA’s portfolio, but for In.
dia and China they remain the cul-
mination of space ambitions.
Here’s a tantalising thought: just
as the world economy has shifted
to accommodate new and emerg-
ing centres of power, so too might
the space programme.
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